
Summer Programs
Specialized programs to  
improve your child’s social, 
emotional, behavioral, and  
academic skills

Location
Willow Ridge Elementary School
480 Willow Ridge
Amherst, NY 14228

Dates
Monday, July 6 – Friday, August 7, 2020
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Cost
The cost of our program is $2700. A limited 
amount of financial aid is available to families 
who meet established criteria. The application is 
available on our website.

More Information
Call us at 716-629-3400  
or visit www.TheSummitCenter.org.  
On-line application available on our website.

The Summit Center
150 Stahl Road
Getzville, New York 14068
716-629-3400

Community Connections and the Summer Treatment Program are 
offered by The Summit Center. With a staff of 500+ professionals, 

Summit provides educational, behavioral health, adult, and  
community services to more than 1350 individuals with  

developmental, social and behavioral challenges.

716-629-3400
www.TheSummitCenter.org

Our staff
DAVID MEICHENBAUM, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist
Director – Community  
Consulting & Clinical Services 
Director – Summer Programs

Dr. Meichenbaum is a NYS 
licensed psychologist who 
earned a Doctor of Philosophy 

in Clinical Psychology from University at Buffalo 
in 2005. Dr. Meichenbaum is the clinical  
director of Summit’s Behavioral Pediatric Clinic 
and consults with school districts throughout 
Western New York, offering behavioral and 
educational strategies for students with autism, 
ADHD and severe behavioral challenges. 

Mary Beth Morgan, M.S. 
Clinical Coordinator-Summer 
Programs

Ms. Morgan is a NYS licensed 
school psychologist who  
received a master’s in  
School Psychology from the 
University of North Texas in 2011.  

Ms. Morgan specializes in social skill instruction 
and acquisition. She has presented at state  
and national conferences on emotional and 
behavior assessment and development of 
school based intervention. She serves as  
Summit Center’s District Consultant and Trainer 
conducting Functional Behavioral assessments, 
developing behavior plans, and providing  
consultation for students with emotional and 
behavioral challenges. 

Our Counselors
Our counselors are college and graduate  
students majoring in special education,  
psychology and related fields. They undergo 
comprehensive training prior to the start of 
the program and many return year after year. 
Counselors may apply for employment by visiting 
our website: www.TheSummitCenter.org.



Two specialized programs. 
One great summer!
About Community Connections
Community Connections is our premier program for 
children with high functioning autism and social- 
communication difficulties. It provides children with 
intensive training, experience, and practice in social, 
emotional, and behavioral skills, allowing them to 
make friends and learn to better connect and interact 
with peers, siblings, teachers, and parents/caregivers. 
Community Connections consists of approximately 
200 hours of direct service to your child and weekly 
parent training. Children participate daily in small 
group-based social skills training sessions, followed 
by age-appropriate recreational activities designed 
to practice targeted social competencies. They will 
also attend the Center for Learning Academic Skills 
(CLAS) which targets common areas of difficulty  
within classrooms such as following directions,  
attending to and participating in group-based  
instructions, and requesting assistance. Adolescents 
will participate in Job Streaming which provides 
instruction related to applying for and succeeding 
in an employment setting. Community Connections 
is an extension of the evidence-based Connections 
program which has been documented to be effective 
in multiple peer-reviewed clinical studies.  

Eligibility: Community Connections is designed for 
children with social interaction difficulties related to 
high functioning autism spectrum disorders or other 
disabilities who are entering grade 1 – age 16. 

About Summer Treatment  
Program (STP)
The Summer Treatment Program is our premier  
program for children with ADHD. It is a collection of 
best practices tailored to each child’s individual 
behavioral and learning needs. The STP helps build 
self-esteem and behavioral, academic and social 
competencies. It consists of approximately 200 hours 
of direct service to your child and weekly parent train-
ing. This unique camp-like experience gives children 
the opportunity to spend the day playing sports and 
engaging in recreational and social-cooperative 
activities with other children their age. They will also 
participate in daily social skills training, arts and crafts, 
and spend time in a classroom setting working on 
behaviors to promote academic success.

This evidence-based program, developed by William 
E. Pelham, Ph.D., is one of 30 replication sites around 
the world. The STP was named a Model Program in 
Child and Family Mental Health by the American  
Psychological Association and SAMHSA.

Eligibility: STP is open to children ages 7-13 with  
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, learning  
problems, and related behavior problems. 

Parent Feedback
“This program is unreal. The results are beyond amazing 
and our everyday lives, the whole family, have changed 
for the better. Coming into this I had little expectation  
for success and what we got out of it is beyond words.  
I wish my son could be in a program like this year- 
round.”  – Mother of 8-year-old

“It’s an amazing program that has literally changed our 
lives for the better. It’s not even something we can put 
into words. What was once hopeless is now the greatest 
change of our lives. Thank you, thank you, thank you!”   
– Parent of 11-year-old

Convenient location –  
great facility!
Our programs will operate at Willow Ridge  
Elementary School, 480 Willow Ridge Drive, in  
Amherst, NY.  The school is conveniently located off  
of I-290 and I-990, and offers a state-of-the-art  
computer lab, wonderful green space for outdoor 
sports and activities, a playground for use during 
recess, and air conditioning!

Parent Training/Support Group
Weekly parent sessions provide caregivers  
with strategies to promote their child’s social  
interactions and extend the gains of the program  
to other settings. 

FREE Teacher Workshop
All educational staff who support a student  
participating in our summer programs will be invited 
to a free workshop at Willow Ridge Elementary on 
Wednesday, July 22 or 29 from 9 – 10:30 a.m. The 
workshop will provide an overview of key treatment 
components of our summer programs and how 
these components can be adapted into their  
classrooms during the school year.


